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Over the weekend, the Leopards trav-
eled to Army West Point to face off against 
the reigning Patriot League Champions in 
a three-game series, losing two out of three. 
�e Leopards then returned home for a
matchup with Lehigh, where they were out-
matched to the tune of a 12-1 score.

On Saturday, the Leopards played a dou-
bleheader, losing both games to the Black 
Knights 4-2 and 10-2. 

“We knew they were going to be a good 
team,” junior outfielder Brandon Posivak 
said. “I think we prepared really well for the 
type of team Army is and what they were go-
ing to do, and I think for the most part we 
executed our plan.”

“We struggled a little bit on Saturday, but 
I think we learned from that and the fact 
that we came back to win on Sunday really 
shows our improvement over the weekend,” 
he added.

In game one, Army earned an early lead 
with a pair of runs in the first inning. Senior 
infielder Spencer Rouse tallied two home 
runs for the Leopards, going deep once in the 
first inning and again in the fourth. 

“It was a really close game,” Posivak said. 
“For the majority of the game, I thought we 
were in it. �ey’re the type of team that will 
take advantage of any little mistake, and they 

had one inning where they broke away and 
we just weren’t able to come back.”

In game two, senior first baseman Rich-
ard Villa gave the Leopards their only lead 
of the day, driving freshman infielder Justin 
Johnson home in the third inning before the 
Black Knights took the lead and kept it. 

“Game two was pretty similar to game 
one,” Posivak said. “It was a tied game for a 
while, but they ended up breaking away and 
scoring six runs. �ey gained the momentum 
and that ended up winning them the game.”

Rouse was 4-for-7 after his two home 
runs and pair of stolen bases, continuing his 
streak of reaching base to 16 games. 

On Sunday, the Leopards came back to 
earn their first and only win of the weekend 
with a final score of 6-3. Posivak said it was 
important to win the game despite having 
already lost the series.

�e Leopards got off to a strong start, with 
Villa connecting on the first pitch of the sec-
ond inning for his fifth home run of the sea-
son, giving Lafayette the lead. Junior pitcher 
Brett Kreyer threw seven plus innings, al-
lowing three earned runs on seven hits and 
matching his career-high with nine strike-
outs. Rouse increased his on-base streak to 
17 games, going 3-for-4 with a double and 
a pair of runs. 

“We took a little while to adjust to their 
pitching, and it took us a while to get on a 

roll this weekend,” Posivak said. “In the third 
game, it all culminated and we figured it out. 
I thought we did a good job of staying in the 
game, and we didn’t make many defensive 
errors.” 

Against Lehigh, the Leopards fell into an 
early deficit that increased throughout the 
game. Lehigh scored one run in the first in-
ning, another in the third, six more in the 
fifth through seventh innings, and tacked on 
four for good measure in the ninth.

Sophomore pitcher Michael Dunn was 
credited with his first loss of the season, de-

spite senior outfielder Dan Leckie’s RBI sin-
gle in the eighth inning which broke Lehigh’s 
shutout. After winning three of four from the 
Mountain Hawks in March, the Leopards 
still win the season series three games to two.

�is coming weekend, the Leopards will 
play Holy Cross for the first time this season 
in Worcester, Mass. 

“�e next few weeks are really important, 
and we can’t take any Patriot League team 
for granted,” Posivak said. “Every game mat-
ters for our seed in the playoffs, so we know 
that every team will be a good challenge.”

Baseball falls to .500 in conference with losses to Army, Lehigh
Hitting a slump

By Amy Hewlett '19
Staff Writer

The Lafayette chapter of Athlete Ally 
has existed for about five years, but the 
group hasn’t made much of a  splash in 
the world of Leopard athletics, accord-
ing to club president and senior Theresa 
Delahanty and incoming co-presidents 
junior Jenn DeLongis and sophomore 
Eva Kaplan. With a shift in funding sup-
port and new ideas, these leaders are 
looking to make a bigger impact.

Athlete Ally, whose mission is “to end 
the rampant homophobia and transpho-
bia in sport” and advocate for LGBTQ 
equality in athletics, is a  nonprofit or-
ganization with 35 campus chapters, ac-
cording to its website.

Hudson Taylor, a  college wrestler 
and founder of the national Athlete 
Ally organization, spoke on campus in 
2015 around when the Lafayette group 
was just beginning to form. After be-
ing handed the presidency from former 
Lafayette softball player Morgan Biddle 
‘18, Delahanty and her softball team-
mates took the reins.

“It felt like people didn’t know a lot 
about the club, especially in the [ath-
letic] department,” Delahanty said. “Our 
progress felt stagnant, so we decided 
to be more involved on campus. We 
reached out to resources on campus and 
that helped us out.” 

One of the first steps was becoming an 
official club. While Athlete Ally received 
funding from the athletic department, 
they were often busy and delayed in 

their replies to requests, said Delahanty. 
Kaplan, DeLongis and Delahanty said 
they had ideas, but they will be more do-
able since they can use club funding. 

Athletic department spokesperson 
Scott Morse said that the athletic de-
partment has made an effort to support 
Athlete Ally “in tremendous ways,” and 
that he was not aware of any delays in 
funding.

“Next year during preseason we want 
to have a designated Athlete Ally day 
with each team and with the coaches,” 
Kaplan said. “Also having more repre-
sentatives from each team. One repre-
sentative from each team is the goal.”

Kaplan added that they want to “amp 
up” each Athlete Ally game more, includ-
ing a halftime presentation and building 
on the understanding that each player 
on the field is devoted to being an ally. 

“A lot of people know it’s the Athlete 
Ally game, but they don’t see the mean-
ing in it,” Delahanty said.

Although many in the Athletic De-
partment are aware of the club, the field 
hockey team provides most of their sup-
port at this point. 

“I don’t think it’s people not support-
ing the mission, I think people have a 
lot of obligations,” Delahanty said. “The 
LGBTQ community is something that’s 
not talked about in athletics. We don’t 
have a hostile community. It’s just that 
people aren’t talking about it.”

As Delahanty, DeLongis, and Kaplan 
continue to grow the club, they discussed 
the possibility of Safe Zone training for 

each athlete ahead of their season. They 
are also reaching out to other existing 
clubs to bridge a connection between 
athletics and groups not associated with 
athletics. 

“Safe Zone trainings are opportuni-
ties to learn about LGBTQ+ identities, 
gender and sexuality, and examine prej-
udice, assumptions, and privilege,” ac-
cording to the Safe Zone website. Stick-
ers are often rewarded to those who 
complete the training to demonstrate 
that they are allies to the LGBTQ com-
munity, the site says.

“You don’t have to be an athlete to be 
an Athlete Ally,” Delahanty said.

Delahanty said there’s no one specifi-
cally they know this club is helping, but 
statistically there are current and future 
athletes that will feel more welcome if 
Athlete Ally sees success. 

“Even though you’re coming in to play 
a  sport, having inclusive space is a  huge 
reason to be a  part of Lafayette in gen-
eral,” DeLongis said.

Next for the club is a  banner presenta-
tion at the Kirchoff Challenge, an annu-
al fundraiser for ALS research, held be-
tween Fisher Stadium and Kirby Sports 
Center. 

The club is meeting regularly and 
looking to recruit more members as they 
try to implement some of their goals for 
the next season of Lafayette sports.

“Because so much of our lives are in 
athletics, it’s a  space we know well and 
it’s a  space we know we can improve,” 
Kaplan said. 

Athlete Ally club looks to 
further LGBTQ+ acceptance and 
awareness in Lafayette athletics

By AJ Traub ‘20
Assistant Sports Editor
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Baseball’s seven conference wins already eclipses last season’s four.

Rugby coach Continued
from Page 12

joy her free time traveling and visiting the 
birthplace of the Rugby Premier League. She 
was able to visit three of the twelve premier 
league teams, while also traveling to the Lon-
don Olympic Stadium to watch two highly 
competitive professional games, played by 
two of the leading teams in the league, the 
Harlequins and Saracens.

“It was great because I really took a step 
back and took it all in as a sponge,” she said. 
“Now I can build up not only my own team, 
but the 12 other teams in the conference and 
try to help adapt the coaching as well.”

With the motivation and enthusiasm she 
felt coming home, Grispon said she has al-
ready been utilizing some tools and exercis-
es with the women’s club rugby team.

“What I came back with was a drive to not 
so much as reinvent the wheel, but to rede-
velop our team where we are able to take 
ownership of it and to have more of a drive 
behind it,” Grispon said.

“Our first practice [back] was very emo-
tional for the [team]. I took the ball and I 
asked them what it meant to them,” she de-
scribed. “�ere were some tears from me, 
because we were just so involved and we ap-
preciated the sport so much, but we hadn’t 
realized how much it meant to us.”

Grispon said she continually reminds her 
team that every player is an opportunity for 
this team to excel down the line and into the 
future.  Her hope is to encourage women to 
continue to grow based off the lessons they 
learned from the sport and program, and to 
ultimately continue to inspire women’s lives.

“We [as coaches] stay on the field with you, 
and with you means we support you and 
there’s always going to be someone there be-
hind you, regardless of if you can see them 
or not,” she said. “You can feel them and 
hear them, and that resonates with you not 
only on the pitch, but also off of the pitch.”

Andrew Hollander ’21 contributed reporting. 




